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The verb 'Bi’ - ‘To Be’ with Pronouns

[MP3 LINK]

This is the verb to use for ‘to be’ in most cases. One thing that you cannot use it for is
to equate two nouns, e.g. | am a man. | am a teacher. To create that sentence, you
need to use the other verb ‘to be’ - ‘Is.’

Gaelic verbs have four forms. Here are the four forms used with ‘Bi’ (is, am, are)
(present tense only):

Tha _ is.... positive statement independent form (one word)

Chaneil __ isnot.... negative statement dependent form (requires two words)
Abheil Is___...? positive question dependent form (requires two words)
Nach eil Isn’t___ ... ? negative question dependent form (requires two words)

Verbs alone don’t communicate that much useful information. To make some basic
sentences, we need some more parts. How about some pronouns to get us started?

mi me

thu you (informal)

e he

i she

sinn we

sibh you (formal & plural)
iad they

With these two parts, we can make some very simple sentences.

Column A: Verb Column B: Subject Column C: other stuff (coming soon)
Tha mi
A bheil thu
Chan eil e
Nach eil i
sinn
sibh
iad

Using the information above, you can mix and match bits from each column to create
sentences.

©2010 Geoffrey Sammons, All Rights Reserved. Version 1. Revised 2/1/2010 Page 1


http://www.gaelicseattle.com/resources/Audio/01_Bi_with_pronouns.mp3

http://www.gaelicseattle.com | macgeoffster@gmail.com | Beginning Scottish Gaelic

The verb ‘Bi’ - “To Be’ with Pronouns (cont.)

Examples:

Tha mi ...
Tha thu ...
Thae...

Thai ...

Tha sinn ...
Tha sibh ...
Thaiad ...

Chan eil mi ...
Chan eil thu ...
Chaneile...

Chaneili...

Chan eil sinn ...
Chan eil sibh ...
Chan eil iad ...

Abheil mi ...
A bheil thu ...

A bheil e ...
A bheili...

A bheil sinn ...
A bheil sibh ...
A bheil iad ...

Nach eil mi ...
Nach eil thu ...
Nach eil e ...

Nach eili ...

Nach eil sinn ...
Nach eil sibh ...
Nach eil iad ...

/lam....

/ You are ... .

/ Heis ... .

/ Sheis ... .

/ We are ... .

/ You (pl. or formal) are ... .
/ They are ... .

/ lamnot ... .

/ You are not ... .
/ Heisnot ... .

/ Sheis not ... .
/ We are not ... .

/ You (pl. or formal) are not ... .

/ They are not ... .

/Am1...?7

/ Areyou ... ?
/lshe...?
/lsshe...?

/ Are we ... 7?7
/ Are you (pl. or formal) ... ?
/ Are they ... ?

/ Aren’t|...?

/ Aren’tyou ... ?
/lsn’the...?

/ Isn’t she ... ?

/ Aren’t we ... ?

/ Aren’t you (pl. or formal) ... ?

/ Aren’t they ... ?

This pattern is important to learn because most other verbs will follow this pattern

AND this is the only way to make a present tense in Scottish Gaelic!
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Exercises, Verb Bl (Present Tense)
Translate the following:

1) | am.

2) You are (formal).

3) Are they?

4) Aren’t they?

5) She is not.

6) Is she?

7) Isn’t she?

8) He is.

9) You (informal) are not.

10) Aren’t you (formal)?

11) We are.

12) We are not.

13) They are.

14) Is he?

15) Aren’t we?
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Answers

1) Tha mi.

2) Tha sibh.

3) A bheil iad?

4) Nach eil iad?
5) Chan eil i.

6) A bheil i?

7) Nach eil i?

8) Tha e.

9) Chan eil thu.
10) Nach eil sibh?
11) Tha sinn.

12) Chan eil sinn.
13) Tha iad.

14) A bheil e?

15) Nach eil sinn?
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